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November 1 –
 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 2 – 
 Adult Walking Program begins  
 Click for more information.   
November 3 –   
 Election Day 
November 4 –  
 Report Card Distribution
November 6-8 –  
 SVMS Musical,  
 IHS Auditorium, for more  
 information or to order tickets  
 click here.
 See page 15 for information on 
  SVMS Muscial Pridelands Lunch. 
November 7 –  
 SAT Test
November 9 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
November 11 –  
 Veterans Day, No School for  
 Students
November 16-20 –  
 American Education Week
November 25-30 –  
 District Holiday, No School

November Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

October 2015
A National Award-Winning Publication

Seneca Valley Parent and Air Force Tech Sgt. Gerry Taylor has been at 
undisclosed location in Southwest Asia for the past six and a half months. 
His children thought he wouldn’t be home for another month. They were 
both surprised when he walked into their schools on Oct. 19.

Ivy, a freshman at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, and Jason, 
a sixth grader at Haine Middle School, were thrilled to have Dad home 
early and we were honored to be a part of it. The surprise was  
captured by KDKA, WTAE and WPXI, as well as several local  
newspapers, including the Butler Eagle/Cranberry Eagle, and  
are linked here.

In addition to a small “Welcome Home” reception, Seneca  
Valley was pleased to provide the family with Seneca Valley  
gear and a Ben Roethlisberger-signed Terrible Towel. The 
Haine PTO provided a gift card so the family could enjoy a  
meal together for the first time in many months.
Welcome home, Sgt. Taylor!

Dad’s home!

Seneca Valley wishes you a safe and happy HalloweenSeneca Valley wishes you a safe and happy Halloween

SV Backpack Fliers are online 
and feature information on  
student and community  
activities. Visit today at  
www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers

http://www.svsd.net/Page/15993
http://svmsmusical.com/
http://www.svsd.net
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=uy4e4gmdwj
http://www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers
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Seneca Valley recently celebrated Bus Driver Appreciation Week. Throughout the week, bus drivers received thank you cards, gifts, special treats 
and words of appreciation.  

At CVE, the drivers were escorted by student representatives to an Olweus meeting (that they actively participated in!) on bus safety.  
“The CVE faculty knows how important bus safety is and the essential role that the bus drivers play in transporting our students to and from school 
safely,” said Ms. Tina Francis, CVE Assistant Principal.  “We wanted to take the opportunity to teach our students the role that they play in keeping 
everyone safe while riding the school bus and celebrate the awesome work of our bus drivers.”

Thank you

SV Students celebrate Red Ribbon Week
During the week of Oct. 26-30, Red Ribbon programs were held district-wide and included student pledges to remain drug-free.
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Meteorologists say that the most predictable thing about the weather is that it’s unpredictable.
This is a subject we know all too well, so we thought it made sense to take this opportunity to remind 
parents to be prepared for possible school delays and closings.

The Seneca Valley School District will make every effort to close or delay school by 5:30 a.m. of the 
affected day. Delays that turn into closures will be made by 7:30 a.m. Please know that early  
dismissals will be avoided whenever possible, but if necessary, will be made by 11 a.m. of the  
affected day. When an early dismissal is called, all students are expected to board his/her regular  
bus and return home.

When Seneca Valley has a closing or delay, the district will first utilize SchoolMessenger, a parent 
notification system, which will be programmed to call the homes of Seneca Valley School District 
families. Please be sure to check your contact information via the SV Portal. In addition to the call 
number, you can also sign up for texting notifications via the SV Portal. To do so, go to the Seneca
Valley Portal and click on the “Parent Contacts” tab. Review and/or change your information in the 
“Mass Notification Call System” area to make sure your information is as you want it for these  
specific types of notifications. “Push” notifications are also now available for SV delay and closure 
notices - please see information below to sign up.

Please know that we will also be utilizing all of our usual mediums of communication to let you know 
of school closings/delays, including television media (KDKA Radio 1020 AM, KDKA-TV Channel 2, 
WTAE-TV Channel 4, WPXI-TV Channel 11), our website (www.svsd.net), a recording on our main 
phone line (724-452-6040) and SVTV.

Please note, for two-hour delays: Kindergarten arrival/dismissal times only in a two-hour delay are:
 • AM Kindergarten - Class arrival would be delayed until 10:30 a.m. Their dismissal time will  
  be 12:35 p.m.
 • PM Kindergarten - Class arrival would be delayed until 1:15 p.m. Dismissal will be at the regular  
  time of 3:15 p.m.
 • Afternoon and evening activities will be determined on a case-by case basis in the event of a  
  two-hour delay

*Please note that news services report only the district’s name (Seneca Valley School District).
When the name Seneca Valley Schools is used in a broadcast, it means ALL schools within the  
district are affected unless otherwise noted.

Weather prep

Members of the Seneca Valley 
Administration and School Board 
spent time on Oct. 1 touring buildings 
in the District as part of our on-going 
feasibility study. 

It’s an important time to conduct 
such a study as 21st Century  
Classrooms are vital in this day and 
age of advanced technology and 
innovative programming. We also 
anticipate increases to student  
enrollment based on population 
growth in various municipalities that 
make up Seneca Valley.
 
Surveys were recently taken by 
community members, parents, 
student and staff to voice what is 
important to each stakeholder group 
and will be utilized to inform future 
planning decisions regarding our 
schools.

For more information on the  
Feasibility Study, go to  
www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy.

The future of SV

The winter months are fast approaching, which means chilly mornings at the bus stop. Please make 
sure your children are dressed appropriately for the weather while waiting for the bus. The buses run 
very close to the times assigned to your son or daughter. If the bus is more than five minutes late to 
your child’s stop location, please call the A.J. Myers Garage 724-452-9470. The garage manager will 
be able to provide updated information on your child’s bus.

Download the SV Mobile App today and select 
yes to receive push notifications with the latest 
news and updates, including snow delays and 
cancellations, from the District.

Prepare for emergencies 
now: Information to get 
ready

Preparing makes sense. The  
likelihood that you and your family 
will survive a house fire depends as 
much on having a working smoke 
detector and an exit strategy, as on 
a well - trained fire department. The 
same is true for surviving a disaster 
or other emergency. We must have 
the tools and plans in place to make 
it on our own, at least for a period of 
time, no matter where we are when 
disaster strikes. Just like having a 
working smoke detector, preparing 
for the unexpected makes sense. 
For more information on how to get 
ready for an emergency, click here.

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy
https://play.google.com/store?utm_source=na_Med&utm_medium=hasem&utm_content=May0315&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-DR-na-us-dsk-Med-hasem-py-Evergreen-May0315-64259001028-EXAgoogle%20play%7cONSEM_kwid_43700006873862192&gclid=CNDOnNj64sgCFU-qNwods48LYQ&gclsrc=ds
https://itunes.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
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Evans City Schools and the PTO 
planned a visit from the Carnegie  
Science Center for “Rockin’ Robots 
All Day Adventure,” a two-day  
science extravaganza that took place  
Oct. 15-16.

The program began with the Rockin’ 
Robots assembly show, then moved 
to Adventure Stations where key  
concepts were reinforced with 
hands-on activities including  
dexterity challenges, building circuits 
and programming a Pro-Bot.

The PTO partnered with Armstrong 
and Rex Energy to bring this event to 
the school.

Hands-on learning

Violet Mutasa, a first grade teacher at an elementary school in 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, spent a week in September visiting 
Seneca Valley schools.

During her time at SV, she shared her experiences of living 
and teaching in Zimbabwe as well as observed classrooms 
at Rowan and Haine Elementary Schools to learn from the 
American education system. 

At the end of the week, she spent time with members of the 
Seneca Valley Diversity Committee. In addition to sharing details of her country’s educational and  
assessment systems, members learned about Ms. Mutasa’s cultures, customs and food. 

To read an article on Ms. Mutasa from the Pittsburgh Tribune Review, please click here.

Learning is universal

Evans City Elementary first graders are  
opening an exhibit to the public.

Based on the book “The Day the Crayons 
Quit,” students and teachers decided to call 
this first-ever exhibit “The Day the Crayons 
Started First Grade.”

The exhibit is open now Monday through 
Thursday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and on Saturday 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. The display will be up until  
November 7, 2015.

The first graders illustrated all the things they love about first grade at Evans City and their art work is 
hung in the Evans City Library located at 204 South Jackson Street, Evans City, PA 16033.

ECE’s first grade art exhibit

Rowan Elementary students enjoyed the warm weather and fun activities at Rowan PTA’s Annual Mega 
Party held Oct. 8 at the school.

Mega fun

Over 180 families attended CVE’s Annual Fall Family Fun Night on Oct. 22 at the school. In addition to 
pumpkin decorating, families were treated to a fun night of hay rides, face painting and a book fair. 

“CVE’s Annual Fall Family Night was a great success because of our caring learning community, 
stated Ms. DeeAnn 
Graham, CVE  
Principal. “A special 
thank you to the 
PTO, teachers and 
family members  
who supported this  
wonderful evening!”

Family fun

http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/yourcranberry/yourcranberrymore/9149488-74/students-mutasa-zimbabwe#axzz3nErXQSM2


5

Seneca Valley School District 
students from Ms. Angela Cardillo’s 
classroom at Rowan Elementary 
School led the Pledge of Allegiance 
before the Cranberry Township Board 
meeting at the end of September.

I pledge

In partnership with GreenE Academy, Rowan students and staff presented a new robotics program to 
board members on Oct. 5. Rowan students, grades 2-4, will be exposed to programming and robotics 
throughout the school year in a 12-week session of programming using Lego WeDo and EV3 kits that 
serve as the third generation robot in Lego’s Mindstorms robotics line. Students will be able to  
become the creators of these technological advances through exposure and instruction to the  
universal language of programming.

WeDo 21st century learning

October 12-16 was officially declared National School Lunch Week. The food services staff geared up 
for a week of fun in the cafeteria. During the week, the Pittsburgh Penguins mascot, “Iceburgh” made 
a special visit to Haine Schools, students were able to pose as “Minions” at Rowan and Evans City 
elementary school, and principals served lunch to students to help celebrate and encourage them to 
“Get in the Game with School Lunch!”

National School Lunch Week

Seneca Valley elementary schools held fire safety days in their buildings during the month of October. 
Local fire departments visited students to teach them about fire prevention and safety.

Fire Safety Days

Baierl Subaru representatives  
presented a donation of 200 new 
books to Rowan and Haine  
Elementary Schools on Oct. 15.  
Baierl Subaru selected Seneca Valley 
to receive this donation requesting 
that the books be earmarked for 
elementary schools in Cranberry 
Township. Thank you Baierl Subaru 
for your generous donation!

Schools receive books 
from Baierl 

Haine Middle School fifth graders  
in John Schmidt’s fifth grade science 
purpose class and the PTO  
Humanitarian Committee worked  
together to clean up the school’s 
courtyard, put together a compost 
bin, and planted milkweed seeds. 
Pictured here are, from left, Erin 
McMillan and Mia Stohon.

Working together



Arcade Comedy visited the secondary campus in Jackson Township Oct. 1-2. In collaboration 
 with our Olweus Bullying Prevention Program, the show demonstrated the importance of  
teamwork and support. Students and staff were able to join in on the fun and improvise with  
the comedians. We thank Arcade Comedy for sharing their talents with us!

Improvising teamwork

Students in the Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) participated in a building-wide Olympics Day on Oct. 7. With each homeroom  
representing a different country, students began the day with an opening ceremony. Afterward, they rotated between different physical and 
mental challenges that encouraged team building. The day concluded with a closing ceremony in NexTier Stadium.

Going for gold 

Pajama-Rama, an annual Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) event coordinated by SVMS counseling staff, teachers, administrators, and 
parents, was held on Oct. 9. This event is for seventh grade girls which allow them the opportunity to make new friends, get reacquainted with 
old friends and bond with their new teachers to kick off the school year on a positive and fun note. This year’s activities included dodge ball, 
volleyball, karaoke, flip flop design, face painting, nail painting, bracelet-making and a self-defense class from Master Zang. The girls finished 
off the night with an energetic dance party.

Pajama gals 
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The Seneca Valley School District once again invites you to take part in an opportunity which 
reminds us all of the importance of helping those less fortunate. Thousands of children, 2,750 to be 
more exact, throughout Butler County smiled more brightly last Christmas morning as they found 
something special under the tree thanks to Toys for Tots conducted by the Marines.

Boxes have been placed in the senior high, intermediate, middle school, and central office to collect 
toys for those less fortunate. The “Stuff the Bus” campaign will begin on Monday, Nov. 2, and will run through Monday, Dec. 7. 

The staff and teachers of Seneca Valley ask you to consider donating a new, unwrapped toy to help the students and faculty of SVSD stuff a school 
bus full of toys. Toys will be collected at the senior high campus, and on December 7, staff and volunteers will fill the bus as it drives from the  
secondary campus to the Toys for Tots warehouse in Butler.

Please consider helping to make this holiday season a little brighter for others. The Seneca Valley staff thank you for any help you may be able to 
provide, and wish you joyous celebrations.

Stuff the bus for Toys for Tots!



Seneca Valley Senior Abbey Valentine spent her summer 
months creating a game called “Letter Together.”

Impressed with her efforts – and unable to put the 
game down - Seneca Valley Senior High School 
Teacher Steven Fortunato put her in contact with CEO 
Alysia Finger of AE Dreams. “I couldn’t stop playing it,” 
Mr. Fortunato said.

AE Dreams is a Pittsburgh toy company developing interactive and educational toys for children. After 
meeting with Alysia and her team they, too, were impressed and have invited her to attend the  
Pittsburgh Maker Fair on Oct. 11.

She has also been invited to test her game at the Children’s Museum in November and will appear at the 
Mini Maker Faire on November 7-8 at the Cranberry Township Barnes & Noble bookstore.
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The “I Am” Wall is located in one of the 
stairwells of the Seneca Valley  
Intermediate High School. Designed to 
unify the student body, the project idea 
was a collaborative effort suggested by 
Cyber and Blended Tech Ed Teacher  
Mr. Ken Macek. Science Teacher and 
CARE Advisor Mrs. Courtney Williams 
adopted the idea as a CARE activity. 
The short documentary was produced 
by IHS Student Jack Reynolds and is 
guaranteed to bring a smile to your face: 
www.svsd.net/IAmWall. Kudos to all 
involved!

Must-see IHS Video

Mr. Mark Korcinsky, principal of the senior high 
school, recently announced that seniors Elise  
Harrison, Michael Kolor and Joseph Sloan, have 
been named Commended Students in the 2016 
National Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter 
of Commendation from the school and National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which 
conducts the program, will be presented by the  
principal to these scholastically talented seniors.

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their  
exceptional academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2016 competition for National 
Merit Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 
million students who entered the 2016 competition by taking the 2014 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Three seniors named Commended Students

October 2 marked the fifth bi-annual “Exploration of Entrepreneurship” in Ms. Rebekah Grinnen’s 
classes in the senior high school (SHS). 

Students in Ms. Grinnen’s economics classes presented Healthy Snack business plans to a panel of 
experts. The panel consisted of local business owners, entrepreneurs, parents and teachers that  
provided knowledgeable insight and asked questions regarding the group’s small business ventures. 

At the end of each period, the panel selected a winner. Those winners will go on to sell the product 
they presented for one day. Monies raised will be donated to Change for Thanksgiving, a charity that 
helps provide Thanksgiving dinner to economically disadvantaged families in the District. 

Their presentations were based on the popular TV show “Shark Tank,” where contestants present new 
business ideas to a panel of experts (i.e. Sharks) and are potentially offered start-up money to launch 
their business endeavors. 

“The students are very receptive to any business/product advice they can get their hands-on, Ms.  
Grinnen stated. “I cannot emphasize enough the value the “Shark’s” input has on the students’  
authentic learning experience.”

Budding entrepreneurs

Elise Harrison Michael Kolor Joseph Sloan

SV student creates game, catches eye of developer

Seneca Valley extends its appreciation 
 to Robinson Fans Inc. of Harmony 
Borough, and Lapina & Associates of 
Cranberry Township for donating $100 
each to assist in sponsoring this year’s 
Seneca Valley Sea, Air and Land (SEAL) 
Robotics/Engineering Challenge  
Teams. The donation will be used  
to purchase equipment the Honors 
Engineering & Experimentation  
students need to build their vehicle 
prototype. Additional sponsorships are 
needed! To donate, please contact Mr. 
Joseph Logsdon, senior high school 
teacher, at logsdonjj@svsd.net.

SEAL sponsorships

http://www.svsd.net/IAmWall
mailto:logsdonjj%40svsd.net?subject=SEAL%20Sponsorships
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The IHS held their first parent council 
meeting earlier this month in the 
blended classroom utilizing new cyber 
tech. Click here for more details on the 
IHS parent page.

Blended learning

This year Seneca Valley has a new school record. Approximately 28  
students (almost 30 percent of the choir) made the Westminster Honor 
Choir.
 
The Westminster Honor Choir is a choir which consists of 96 singers from 
Beaver, Butler, Lawrence, and Mercer counties. They must be able to sing 
any section of each of those songs a capella for a group of three judges. The top 12 scores in each 
section qualify for the Honor Choir. 
 
The honor choir concert will take place at Westminster College in the auditorium at 2 p.m. on  
Saturday, October 31.
 
Honor Choir members are (number before name denotes chair, number after name denotes grade):

Choir qualifiers

Soprano 1 Tenor 1                                
1-Annie Batista (11) 5- Matt Cosco (9)
2- Caitlin Bliss (10) 7- Josh Bannon (10)
4- Rachel Noah (12) 10- Jordan Ritchey (9)
 
Soprano 2 Tenor 2
3- Carinne Geil (12) 1- Jon Baktay (11)
4- Emma Walsh (10) 2- Mike Trauman (11)   
5- Ava Minutello (11) 7- Jake Pelloni (11)
11- Lyndsey Butler (9) 9-Mitchell Lachat (12)
12-Rachel Carmella (12)                                                
                                                               
Alto 1 Bass 1                                   
2- Paige Hurbanek (11) 3- Alex Traverso (12)
4- Anna Stroupe  (10) 6- Josh Hahn (11)            
9- Jordan Hazy (12) 11- Jake Nehrer (10)
11-Katie Lawson (11)                                                                                                                     
 
Alto 2 Bass 2
3- Kim McGinnis (11) 1- Joseph Brinker (11)
11- Ashlinn Meechan (11) 3- Josh DePasquale (12)
 6- Trey Darak (11)
 7- Charlie Lisella (11)

The Pennsylvania Association of Student  
Councils (PASC) District 2 Fall Conference was 
held at the Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School on Oct. 12. 

The Student Council District 2 conference was 
an opportunity for students from surrounding 
school districts to continue to develop  
leadership skills through speakers and  
student-based workshops. 

The theme of the conference was “We Are the World,” which 
focused on the diversity of world cultures and promotes students’ 
ability to change the world.  Attendees had the opportunity to listen 
to internationally recognized keynote speaker from Ghana, Mr. 
Albert Mensah. 

The conference served the Student Council District 2 delegates 
from Lawrence, Beaver, Butler, Clarion, Armstrong, Jefferson, 
Indian, and Mercer counties.

Changing the world 

Seneca Valley Best Buddies  
represented Pirates Pride for the  
Pittsburgh Pirates playoff game vs.  
the Chicago Cubs on Oct. 7. Pirates Pride 
could also be found in our K-6 schools.

Buctober

http://www.svsd.net/domain/1838


October is National Principals Month – a month to celebrate our Principals and 
remember how important their work is in every school. Principals set the academic tone for 
their schools and work collaboratively with teachers to develop and maintain high 
curriculum standards, develop mission statements, and set performance goals and 
objectives. Through their vision, dedication, and determination, Principals provide the mo-
bilizing force for achieving student success. We encourage you to join us in this 
celebration by sharing your appreciation with our Principals. Thank you.

Mr. Tony Babusci
Assist. Principal

Ms. Denise Manganello
Principal
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National Principals Month

Ms. DeeAnn Graham
Principal - CVES

Ms. Lauri Pendred
Principal - ECES

Ms. Marie Palano
Principal - ECMS

Ms. Mandy Toy
Principal - HES

Mr. Dan DiDesiderio
Principal - HMS

Ms. Nan Farmar
Principal - RES

Ms. Cassandra Doggrell
Asst. Principal - ECMS & HMS

Ms. Kristen White
Asst. Principal - HES

Mr. Robert Ceh
Principal - SVMS

Mr. Robert Raso
Asst. Principal - SVMS

Mr. Mark Korcinsky
Principal - SHS

Ms. Jessica Kotula
Asst. Principal - IHS

Mr. Matthew Delp
Principal - IHS

Mr. Jeffrey Roberts
Asst. Principal - SHS

Ms. Tina Francis
Asst. Principal - CVE

Ms. Cassandra Pencek
Asst. Principal - ECES & RES
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In obstacle racing’s ultimate test of strength and endurance, Seneca Valley’s own senior high  
school health/physical education teacher, Ms. Jeannie Orend, finished 90th overall in the women’s 
category, and 23rd in her age group, at the 2015 Reebok Spartan Race World Championship held  
Oct. 4. 

Ms. Orend was up against a field of thousands of athletes representing 15 countries, in front of a 
crowd of approximately 5,000 in Lake Tahoe, CA.

Set on the same hallowed ground as the 1960 Winter Olympics, 10,000 athletes from across the  
globe scaled some of the most challenging mountain terrain to compete for over $100,000 in cash 
and prizes. This comes as part of the $500,000 in cash and prizes Spartan Race will award during the 
2015 race season — the largest amount in race history. Additionally, NBC was once again on hand to film all of the action, and will televise the  
Reebok Spartan Race World Championship on Dec. 26, 2015 at 5p.m. ET– a culmination of the network’s comprehensive season-long coverage of  
Reebok Spartan Race which began in early July.

“We continue to push athletes to new limits with our races,” said Spartan Race founder and CEO Joe De Sena. “This is the toughest race we’ve  
designed to date, most definitely. We can’t wait to show the world what we have in store for 2016.”

The Reebok Spartan Race World Championship was situated at the crest of the striking Sierra Nevada mountain range in North Lake Tahoe, California, 
with the Reebok Spartan Race World Championship Beast (13+ miles/ 30+ obstacles) taking place on Oct. 5, in addition to a Spartan Sprint (3+ miles/ 
20+ obstacles), a Spartan Beast, Ultra Beast (26+ miles/ 60+ obstacles), and Charity Challenge (3+ miles/ 20+ obstacles) on Oct. 4. 

“The race was brutal but amazing all at the same time.” said Ms. Orend, “I was among the top racers from all over the world.  The course was 14.5 
miles long with over 30 obstacles and took place in the mountains of Squaw Valley with elevations taking us to 9,000 feet. I am very proud of where I 
placed.  It was a truly amazing experience.” 

SV teacher competes in 2015 Reebok Spartan Race Championship

Introducing:
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Mallory Eyles, Seneca Valley School  
Psychologist, recently completed her  
Doctor of Psychology (Psy. D) this past  
August with honors (GPA 3.99) from 
Duquesne University. Dr. Eyles considers 
herself a lifelong learner and enjoyed 
furthering her education. “Completing this 
was a little challenging, since I was working 
full time and gave birth to my daughter (now 9 months),” 
stated Dr. Eyles, but the time I spent was well worth it.”

The doctor is in

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
left, is joined by Ms. Lauri Pendred, Evans City 
Elementary Principal, at the Athena Awards 
luncheon held earlier this month. The 25th  
Annual Pittsburgh Athena Award recognized 
Dr. Vitale for professional excellence,  
contributions to the community and mentorship 
of other women. It’s noteworthy that this is the 
first time Seneca Valley was a part of the award 
and the only public school to have a presence 
at the luncheon. Ms. Pendred nominated Dr. 
Vitale for the honor.

Athena Award

STAFFSTAFF ofof

For those of you familiar with social media and, 
more specifically, Facebook, you may be aware of  
“Humans of New York,” a wildly popular social 
media “Staff of SV” and related book of the same 
name. Both feature human interest photos and  
captions of everyday people.

We have decided to borrow this idea and create our 
own feature for the District’s website and Facebook 
page called, quite simply, “Staff of Seneca Valley.” 
This light-hearted feature was created to share with 
our followers the more human interest side of our 
staff that parents and students don’t always get to 
see. We hope you join in with light-hearted  
comments or smile at their words. To view more 
posts, visit www.svsd.net/StaffofSV.

Mr. Jason Woolslare, 
art teacher in the senior 
high school, recently 
won the Juror’s Choice 
Award for his artwork 
through the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust and 
the Three Rivers Arts 
Festival. 

The award was based on originality, quality of craftsmanship, 
and depth of concept. Mr. Woolslare was selected from the jury 
from over 600 participating artists.

Pictured is a photo of Mr. Woolslare’s work featured earlier this 
year at a venue in Pittsburgh.

Art teacher selected as Juror’s Choice
Staff of Seneca Valley

http://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV


It’s Playoff Time!  
The regular season is nearing its conclusion and plenty of Raider teams and student-athletes have 

competed or are about to compete in WPIAL championships.

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics October 2015

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics October 2015
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The Hall of Fame is honored to announce the 2015 
Induction Class: 

•	 Coach	Ralph	Gross,	Retired	golf	coach	
•	 C.J.	Brown,		Class	of	2009				
•	 Barb	Hamilton	Druschel,	Class	of	1980				
•	 Mike	Schall,	Class	of	1997
•	 Christopher	Tully,	Class	of	1998
•	 The	2005	PIAA	Champions	in	Girls’	Swimming,		
 200 m. Medley Relay Team coached by Tom  
 Donati (members include: Stacie Safritt   
 Anderson,‘05, Mandie Huffman Starkey,‘05,   
 Kylie Gamelier,‘05, and Kelly Connolly,‘07)

The Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame committee 
held an informal meet and greet reception on  
Oct. 2 in the senior high cafeteria prior to the  
introduction of the honorees during pre-game 
festivities at the SV vs. Butler Varsity Football Game 
at NexTier Stadium. The 2015 Hall of Fame  
Induction Ceremony was held at the senior high 
school auditorium on Oct.3.  The banquet was  
followed by the ceremony and speeches from the 
hall of famers were made in front of an audience of 
family members, teammates, and fans.  
Congratulations to the eighth Hall of Fame class  
of standout Raider athletes to be inducted!

2015 SV Hall of Fame

Pictured above: Front row (L-R):  Kylie Gamelier ‘05, Mandie Huffman 
Starkey ‘05, Kelly Connolly ‘07, Stacie Safritt Anderson ‘05.  
Back row(L-R):  Chris Tully ‘98, Mike Schall ‘97, Coach Ralph Gross, 
Barb Hamilton Druschel ‘80, C.J. Brown ‘09.

The Western Pennsylvania  
Interscholastic Athletic League 
(WPIAL) Sportsmanship  
Committee has chosen Seneca 
Valley High School as a 2014-15 
Sportsmanship Award Winner!
Seneca Valley was chosen 
because students promoted 

and demonstrated the elements of good  
sportsmanship during the 2014-15 school year  
during the fall, winter and spring sports seasons. 
Representatives from the schools will be honored at 
the WPIAL Sportsmanship Summit at the Pittsburgh 
Regional History Center on November 12, 2015.

SV named WPIAL Sportsmanship 
Award Winner 

• Recap:  In boys’ golf, sophomore Adam Bushee advanced to the 2015 AAA WPIAL Boys Individual  
 championships where he shot 83 at Southpointe Golf Club, narrowly missing qualification to the   
 PIAA Western Regional by three strokes.  A great finish for Adam and we look forward to the next  
 couple of seasons and watching his development.

• Recap: In girls’ golf, senior Courtney Wahlstrom competed in the WPIAL AAA Girls Individual   
 championships for the second consecutive season.  Courtney shot a 92 at Rolling Hills Country Club  
 and we congratulate Courtney on an outstanding career with the Raider Girls’ Golf Team.

• Upcoming: The following teams will soon be entering WPIAL and, hopefully, PIAA competition   
 through mid-November.

 • Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country competed at the WPIAL 
   championships on Oct. 29. The girls’ program was looking  
  to defend its 2014 WPIAL title and the boys’ program was  
  looking for a top-3 finish to head to the PIAA state meet  
  the first week in November. Final season results will be  
  shared in November.

 • At time of this writing, Raider Football was 4th in the   
  Northern Eight conference and looking to secure a return  
  trip to the WPIAL championships, starting in November.  
  The Raiders’ final conference game is Oct. 30 at Shaler.

 • Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer playoff brackets were announced Wednesday, October 21 and the  
  Raiders look to extend what has been incredible regular seasons. The boys’ team won their  
  3rd consecutive section title and the girls’ program secured their 5th consecutive section title.   
  Final season results will be shared in November.

 • Girls’ tennis narrowly missed a chance at the WPIAL team championships by one place. The   
  team finished with an overall record of 9 wins, 7 losses, and their 3rd consecutive winning   
  season.

 • Girls’ Volleyball, section runners in 2015, entered the WPIAL championships the week of   
  Oct. 26 and is seeking a return to the WPIAL championship weekend and subsequent PIAA   
  state playoff berth.

Reminder - Winter sport paperwork is due in the Athletic Office no later than  
Friday, November 6 by 3pm. This is a change from last year –student-athletes no  
longer turn their paperwork into their coach.

On Oct. 20, excavation equipment rolled onto the Seneca Valley Baseball Field, as shovels met 
dirt, for the first time this fall. These heavy pieces of machinery will be charged with the first 
step in our baseball and softball stadium facelifts, removing, leveling, and preparing the fields 
for field turf installation. Over the next several weeks trucks and excavators will continue to 
maneuver around the fields, relocating earth and transforming our lower athletic facilities into 
state of the art playing surfaces. Stay tuned to the Raider Athletic and Activities website as 
we will continually update the progress of the baseball and softball fields over the course of 
construction.

Field surface replacement has begun

http://www.svsd.net/Page/145
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AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A

We want to hear from you
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure to let us know if you would like to be featured in our Raider 
Pride e-newsletter. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional life, a brief review of how Seneca Valley 
helped pave the way and a photo to: Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: I work in the United States Marine Corps. I currently am on boot leave waiting to go to Military Combat 
Training (MCT) for 29 days in North Carolina and then continue to Pensacola, Fla., for my MOS training for 
9 months to study aviation electronics. So far, I love being in the Marine Corps! Knowing the history behind 
everything is really eye opening!

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: I am the second daughter of Bryon and Jamie Smith, and have two wonderful sisters Rebecca Smith, 
class of 2012 and Madison Smith, currently enrolled in eighth grade at Seneca Valley Middle School.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley really helped me become the person I am today by showing me what deadlines are and 
not to procrastinate. In the military nothing is procrastinated on. As soon as you’re told to do something 
you better get it done.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: The environment of Seneca valley makes it a great place. Coming from such a large school to a large 
“family” - the Marine Corps, you see how much communication skills you acquired throughout the years 
and that you can talk to anyone with confidence and respect.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: I have a few teachers that were my favorites. Mr. Lebder - he taught me to having confidence in  
speaking, and the true meaning to Murphy’s Law! Mr. Semega - he taught me how to be a team leader 
and showed me that team work is the leading motive behind success. Dr. Schuster is an amazing lady and 
showed me that you can really start with no knowledge in an area and really blossom from it and have a lot 
of knowledge in an area if you just pay attention to the lectures and do the exercises. And last but not least 
Ms. Grinnen - I loved having her for a year and getting to learn the knowledge I did. She taught me about 
how in the real world you don’t always get to pick who you work with and you learn to adapt and overcome!

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: My favorite memory was starting my senior project. I was so motivated to start it that I started at the end of 
my junior year. I loved that Seneca Valley gave me the opportunity to do something that I wanted to research 
more on and make an impact in someone else’s life!

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?  
A: A message I’d share with the staff for Seneca Valley would be to continue the great work you’ve not only taught me but with all the classes to 
come. I didn’t think that the little things that they taught us would make such a huge impact in my life today. I was not one to study in high school,  
I got bored in classes but as I completed bootcamp I realized that all those things were just the foundation for what I was about to begin and not 
just in schooling but in everyday life, you learn something new.

Q: Please include any additional information you feel you would like to include. 
A: I’d like to thank all the teachers and staff for giving me the opportunities that they did. They showed me how to be an adult and mature.

Ms. Kaitlyn Smith, a 2015 Seneca Valley graduate, recently graduated as a Private First Class United States Marine for Parris Island. We asked 
her to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced her life and career.

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Feature


Upcoming test dates for ACT, SAT & AP

ACT

December 12, 2015 Seneca Valley Sr. High School November 6, 2015 Check ACT website

February 6, 2016 Check ACT website January 8, 2016 Check ACT website
   
April 9, 2016 Seneca Valley Sr. High School March 4, 2016 Check ACT website
   
June 11, 2016 Check ACT website May 6, 2016 Check ACT website

SAT

November 7, 2015 Seneca Valley High School October 27, 2015 Check SAT website

December 5, 2015 Check SAT website November 23, 2015 Check SAT website

January 23, 2016 Check SAT website January 12, 2016 Check SAT website

March 5, 2016 (new SAT format) Seneca Valley High School February 23, 2016 Check SAT website

May 7, 2016 (new SAT format) Seneca Valley High School April 26, 2016 Check SAT website

June 4, 2016 (new SAT format) Check SAT website May 25, 2016 Check SAT website

AP

AP Exams are administered in conjunction with the completion of Advanced Placement courses. Students who choose to sit for an exam may 
be able to earn college credit based on their score and the AP policy followed by their chosen school. Students enrolled in AP courses will be 
notified of specific registration deadlines. 

Seneca Valley offers the following Advanced Placement courses: Biology, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Chemistry, English Language & Composi-
tion, English Literature & Composition, Environmental Science, French Language & Culture, German Language & Culture, Human Geography, 
Latin, Macro Economics, Micro Economics, Music Theory, Physics C - Mechanics, Physics C - Electricity & Magnetism, Psychology, Spanish 
Language, Statistics, US Government & Politics, US History.

Please visit the Guidance Calendar for the 2016 Advanced Placement testing schedule during the month of May.  

For more information on upcoming test dates please visit the guidance web pages.

Are you between 15 and 17 years old and looking for something exciting and different to do during the 2016 - 2017 school 
year? Do you want to travel overseas and help increase world understanding here at home? The Rotary Club of Zelienople 
is searching for outgoing high school students to travel overseas to over 40 countries next year as part of the Rotary  
International Youth Exchange Program.

Eligible students should be of good character and reputation, not older than 18 ½ at time of departure, have above average 
academic ability and have a pleasant personality. A preliminary application with a local interview is required before the 
Rotary District 7280 interviews in November. Country preferences will be taken into consideration and placements made in 
January 2016.

The student’s share of expenses includes a $450 youth exchange program fee, airfare, insurance and other travel costs. The program is for one year 
and the hosting Rotary club will provide housing with host families, food, schooling and a monthly allowance. Check out www.exchangestudent.org 
for more information. For a packet of outbound information, contact Jeff Simmons.

Students needed for school year Rotary Youth Exchange Program
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Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

	  

	  
NOW	  HIRING!	  

	  

Target	  Cranberry	  
is	  now	  hiring	  	  

Seasonal	  Team	  Members!	  

	  

	  Join	  us	  for	  the	  holidays!	  
Target	  Merchandise	  Discount	  

	  	  Competitive	  Pay	  
	  	  Flexible	  Scheduling	  

Call	  HR	  at	  724-‐778-‐9000	  or	  
	  apply	  online	  at	  

	  	  	  www.target.com/careers	  

	  

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?NID=1377
http://www.laroche.edu
http://svarrowhead.svsd.net
http://senecascout.svsd.net


Lunch in the Pridelands 
with the stars of Seneca Valley’s Middle School production of 

 Disney’s The Lion King, Jr. 

  Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015 
12:00 to 1:30 PM 

  

Join Mufasa, Rafiki, Simba, Nala, Timon, Pumbaa, 
Zazu, Scar, Young Simba, Young Nala and other 

pride animals for special activities, themed food, 
picture opportunities with the cast 

 
 Price per person for the brunch includes your show 

admission, all activities and goody bag. 
 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School cafeteria 
$15 per child and $15 per adult 

 

 
Reservations are required and space is limited. For 
more information or to reserve your spot, email:          

SVMSMusicals@gmail.com 

Disney’s The lion King Jr. 
Book by 

Roger Allers and Irene Mecchi 
Music & Lyrics by  

Elton John and Tim Rice 
Additional Music & Lyrics by  

Lebo M, Mark Mancina, Jay Rifkin and Will Van Dyke 

Based on the Broadway production directed by Julie Taymor 

Proceeds go to the 
Supplemental 

Support classroom as 
well as to the  

SV Middle School 
Musical.  

mailto:SVMSMusicals%40gmail.com?subject=Lunch%20in%20the%20Pridelands

